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On Nov. 3, Gen. Augusto Pinochet issued orders for a reshuffling of the army officer corps.
In addition to several retirements, Brigadier General Jorge Zincke was appointed to deputy
commander-in-chief of the army. Zincke is currently the commander of the military garrison in
Santiago. Pinochet, as the army's commander-in-chief, announced the changes personally during
a lunch with the army officers at the presidential palace. The Chilean press called the event "The
Last Supper." On Thursday evening, the army public relations office released a communique stating
that Zincke had replaced Gen. Santiago Sinclair, who had been retired. Zincke, who received praise
by the political opposition for his impartiality and efficiency in maintaining order during the Oct. 5
plebiscite, is considered a moderate compared to his predecessor. Gen. Sinclair has been described
as a hard-liner who sought to emulate Pinochet. Sinclair has repeatedly called for unconditional
loyalty to the commander-in-chief. The army communique said that four major generals would
be retired, having completed the maximum 40 years of military service. Eight brigadier generals
were retired for "institutional reasons," according to the communique. Sergio Badiola, governor
of Santiago, is the only major general to continue in active service. The communique specified
that while Badiola is to remain active, he will be transferred to a position of Pinochet's "exclusive
confidence." Ten brigadier generals were promoted to general, said the communique. Later, on
Nov. 7, the army press office announced that Pinochet had appointed Gen. Sinclair to serve as his
representative on the military junta, replacing Gen. Humberto Gordon. Hours earlier, Pinochet
announced Gordon's retirement. During his military career, Gordon had served as chief of the
National Information Center (secret police). (Basic data from AP, 11/03/88; UPI, 11/07/88)
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